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Dear Parents,
Welcome back to school everyone. We are all back in the swing of things and our new Junior Infants have settled in well. We welcome: April, Benjamin, Daniella, David, Edmund, Emily, Esther, Ivan, James, Ollie, Sam, Samuel and Viktor. We also wish Shane (Senior Infants) and Abigail (6th class), the very best in The Old Borough. 
And we have a new teacher this year too. A big Old Borough welcome to Ms McMahon who is teaching 1st and 2nd class. 

Child Protection
Please speak with me in the event of any child protection issue. Méchilé McCarthy, is the Deputy Designated Liaision Officer, when I am absent.

Harvest Service
There will be a service to mark the Harvest in St Columba’s Church on Friday, 4th October, at 12.30p.m. Parents, grandparents and parishoners are all  invited. 
School Closure
The school will be closed to all pupils on Friday 8th November for teacher training in the new Primary Language Curriculum.

Board of Management 
The four year term of the current board ends on the 30 November. Elections will take place in November seeking a father and mother to join the Board. More details will follow in a separate letter to all parents/guardians. 

The Board appreciates all the help we get from you, the parents, in the running of this school. As outlined at the PTA AGM , the Department of Education contributes only 60% of the running costs of the school, the remaining 40% is a combination of voluntary contributions and community funding. We very much appreciate those of you who have,  over the past year, contriubted with your skills in enhancing the education of the pupils or in providing a service to the school that otherwise we would have to pay. Thank you to each and everyone one of you.
24 hour pupil personal accident insurance cover is provided by the Board of Managnement. Please email Mary at oldboroughns@gmail.com to request a claim form to be sent home in the schoolbag.
PTA 
The AGM of the PTA was held 23rd  September. The commmittee this year is made up of Neal Blair, James Curran, Denise Roberts, Sinéad Saville and Stephen Vincent. Additional  helpers for the Christmas Fair needed. Please email ptaobns@gmail.com or contact a committee member to volunteer.

In-school Activities
Cricket coaching will resume in mid Ocotober for six weeks for all pupils. 
Chess lessons will be given to 3rd and 4th class.
Violin tuition is expected to commence in late October.

Events
Friday 27 October : Halloween Dress up Day in aid of Temple Street. A donation of €3 per family would be appreciated. 
Tuesday 19/Wednesday 20 November: Parent Teacher Meetings. Details to follow later. Thursday 7 November: last day to return filled Shoeboxes for the Chirstmas appeal. Leaflets will be distributed next week. 

Book Club
The Scholastic book club is going online to facilitate parents ordering books at a more conventient time. Ms. McCarthy will  email details in November.
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If you wish to speak to your child’s teacher please email or drop in after school to arrange a suitable time to talk. 
Anne-Marie Woods



