Newsletter December 2019 

Christmas Events
We are looking forward to our Carol Service which will take place in St Columba’s Church at 10.30am on Friday 20th December. All parents, grandparents, minders, past pupils and parishioners are invited to enjoy some refreshments afterwards in the Hall. 

On Friday 13th there will be a coffee morning and cake sale for parents and parishioners in the Hall. Pupils will also be given an opportunity to buy some treats to eat at break time or take home to share with their families. This is a fundraiser for the PTA. 
Friday will also be our Christmas Jumper Day. Pupils can wear a Christmas jumper or a red or a green jumper instead of their school sweatshirt. The rest of their uniform is as normal. 
A big thank you to Ruth, who together with Denise and Adele, helped the children make the most beautiful crafts to take home for Christmas.  The €5 donation goes towards PTA funds. Thank you too to Sam Dawson for the wood. Sam has some reindeer for sale at €25 each. Contact Mary. 
New Website
We have received very positive feedback from our new website. If you have suggestions for content, please email the class teacher. 

We are moving to new emails but having some technical difficulties. Please bear with us. 

Sports Coaches
Michael Hingston of Malahide Cricket Club will return to us to coach a further session of cricket in the Summer term. Children in 1st – 6th classes have enjoyed rugby coaching with David Hurley of Malahide Rugby Club. 

All classes enjoyed a one off exercise class with Glen Daly of dalyexercise.
Summer Works Scheme(SWS)
The School had applied for funding to resurface the yard. Unfortunately, we were not on the list for this Summer. The SWS budget for 2020 was cut from €47 million to €30 million. As there will be a general election next year I would urge you to raise this issue with prospective candidates.  

Board of Management 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A new Board of Management began its 4 year term on the 1st December. The members are Rev. Neal Phair (Chairperson), Laura Jones, Richard Middleton, Jonathan Foley, Gordon Hempton, Tara Evans, Ciara Gibbons and Anne-Marie Woods. The Board acts at all times in the best interest of its pupils. It meets every six weeks to ensure the School is compliant with legislation and money granted is spent correctly and wisely.

Violin Tuition
The Infants have commenced learning to play the violin with Elena Elioutina. Their teacher is learning to play too! We are very grateful to Fingal County Council for funding to pay the teacher. 

New Pupil
We welcome Akshara who joins us in Senior Infants. Welcome to The Old Borough.

Shoe Boxes
Thank you to all who donated shoe boxes in November. When we heard from someone who received one as a child, it brought home to us how much joy this gift can bring. 

Recycling
You will see a new container inside the door to collect batteries for Barretstown, a holiday centre for children with extra needs. We also collect used stamps which are sent to The National Council for the Blind in Ireland(NCBI).

We will see all of you on the 6th January.

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas,
Anne-Marie Woods 
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